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How many times have you seen somebody leave the restroom without washing their hands? Unfortunately, the 
number is probably pretty high. Even though there are countless studies showing how bene�cial washing your hands 
can be for everyone's health, it is estimated that 40% of people don’t wash their hands, or they wash them incorrectly. If 
telling people about the health bene�ts of washing your hands does not make people wash, then what could? 

We can ask ourselves a question: “Why do people do X”. The reason, no matter what “X” is the reason is because we want 
to get something out of it. Why do we shower? To get clean. Why do we do our homework? Because we want to get a 
good grade. You can take this question and apply to any task, and there will be a reason why somebody does it. Unfor-
tunately, not spreading diseases and keeping your personal hygiene is not enough for some people. Funny enough (for 
them) there is a reason for why they don’t wash. My concept was based on towing the line of suggesting to someone to 
wash their hands, but not too far that they would feel like they were instructed to, but instead making it seem like it 
was their idea to wash their hands. 

Using bright colored water pipes throughout a bathroom contrast to dark walls, �oors, and ceiling, guests are visually 
stimulated and reminded of the presence of the water.  In the �oor behind the sinks are brightly colored “funnel drains” 
that the water and soap from the sink would wash down into. Black lights would be situated in the funnel, allowing for 
the special soap to glow in the light. The clear bullet proof plexiglass would allow any and all kinds of foot tra�c over 
the funnel. These drains are situated behind the sinks, which have massive almost ceiling high angled mirrors to allow 
you to watch the water and soap to glow and swirl down the drain on the �oor behind you. The goal is for people to 
make the connection of the brightly colored pipes that lead down to the sinks, which lead to the �oor drains, and they 
can visualize what would happen if they use the sinks. There are no signs that tell anyone how the drain works, as part 
of the empierce is to �gure the process on your own, giving you almost a sense of accomplishment. If you give any in-
struction how it works, you risk people thinking that they do not need to follow the rules.  

There is no way to force people to wash their hands. Countless health bene�ts are not enough of an incentive, so some-
times the best way to get people to wash their hands is to make it seem like it was their idea all along.  

















the big idea is to see the bright colored
pipes connected to the sink, which is con-
nected to the drain funnel, making you want
to see the water rush down and spiral in the
drain. 



As soon as you walk in the space,
your eyes will be drawn to the 
brightly colored pipes and floor 
funnels. The dark interior mater-
ials are intentional, as it will direct 
your attention to the bright colors
even more.Reminders of the bright 
colors are everywhere, even over the
bathroom stalls, making it almost im-
possible to ignore. 



When you wash your hands, a slanted mirror 
allows for views of the glowing soap swirl-
ing down in the luminescent funnel behind
you.  



Black lights are fixed into the funnel,
allowing the soap to glow for more
intense visuals.   
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the angled mirror allows 
for viewing while washing 
your hands .
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